
  



  

whaaat?
No! Surveillance Again?



  

Problems with the dominant narrative:
- surveillance as a technical issue

- surveillance being illegal
- focusing on a single entity

- exaggerating on whistleblower’s role



  



  

Context
noun    / k n·tekst/ˈ ɑ

The surroundings, 
circumstances, environment, 
background or settings that 
determine, specify, or clarify the 
meaning of an event or other 
occurrence.



  

- Who surveils who? Mass 
surveillance =>  societies are 
watched

- Place all that in a economic, 
social, historic context

- Need not to understand why 
NSA+GCHQ do what they 
originally were constituted to do

- Need to understand why 
surveillance exists, what purpose 
does it serve



  



  

- Of course surveillance is an 
ancient art

- But where do we historically find 
traces resembling its concurrent 
form? Enclosures.

- Surveillance closely affiliated to 
discipline, to crowd control, be it 
students, soldiers, workers or 
inmates

- Surveillance as a technique of 
social control



  

- societies of 
sovereignty (prior to 
18th century) 

- societies of 
discipline (enclosure 
environments)

- societies of control 



  

“Χάρη στις τεχνικές της επιτήρησης, η 
"φυσική" της εξουσίας, η επίδραση 
στο σώμα, πραγματοποιούνται 
σύμφωνα με τους νόμους της οπτικής 
και της μηχανικής, σύμφωνα με ένα 
ολοκληρωμένο σύστημα από χώρους, 
γραμμές, οθόνες, δέσμες, βαθμίδες, 
και χωρίς να καταφεύγει, θεωρητικά 
τουλάχιστον, στην υπέρβαση, στον 
καταναγκασμό ή στη βία”

Foucault



  



  

Types of machines are easily matched with each 
type of society–not that machines are determining, 
but because they express those social forms 
capable of generating them and using them. The 
old societies of sovereignty made use of simple 
machines–levers, pulleys, clocks; but the recent 
disciplinary societies equipped themselves with 
machines involving energy, with the passive danger 
of entropy and the active danger of sabotage; the 
societies of control operate with machines of a 
third type, computers, whose passive danger is 
jamming and whose active one is piracy or the 
introduction of viruses. This technological 
evolution must be, even more profoundly, a 
mutation of capitalism

Gilles Deleuze



  

Το μείζον αποτέλεσμα του πανοπτικού 
είναι το ακόλουθο: να υποβάλλει στον 
κρατούμενο μια συνειδητή και μόνιμη, 
σε βάρος του, κατάσταση ορατότητας 
που εξασφαλίζει την αυτόματη 
λειτουργία της εξουσίας. Να μονιμοποιεί 
τα αποτελέσματα της επιτήρησης, ακόμη 
κι αν αυτή είναι ασυνεχής στην άσκησή 
της. Το αρχιτεκτονικό τούτο συγκρότημα 
να είναι μια μηχανή για την 
εγκαθίδρυση και τη στήριξη ενός είδους 
εξουσίας ανεξάρτητης από εκείνον που 
την ασκεί. Κοντολογίς, οι κρατούμενοι 
να παγιδεύονται και να υφίστανται μια 
εξουσία της οποίας οι ίδιοι είναι οι 
φορείς.

Foucault



  

what forms/types of surveillance could we 
enumerate?

Apart from entities monitoring the internet...



  

- a van at your street’s corner?
- phones

- cellphones
- cameras



  

What else? 



  

- social media

- electronic payments

- tolls

- taxes

- ID cards

- fingerprints



  

“Having failed to create computers 
capable of equaling human beings, 
they’ve set out to impoverish human 
experience to the point where life 
can be confused with its digital 
modeling. Can one picture the 
human desert that had to be created 
to make existence on the social 
media seem desirable? 

The poverty of cybernetics is what 
will bring it down in the end. “ 

Invisible Commitee



  

- Evolution of technology 
accompanies/boosts surveillance 
techniques and vice versa

- Which in turn affects and is 
affected by the structure of 
society

- Numerous ways, sometimes 
complementary, to monitor the 
crowd

- Societies of control rise



  

Surveillance

- Imposed by: state/law, social 
norms, corporation

- Obvious or subtle 

- Established or under 
development

- Implemented by: state, 
corporation, social groups, 
invdividuals



  



  

- Hacking started as sub-culture

- “The idea of a dark future where 
freedom is found on the fringes and 
corporations rule the world spoke to both 
the university hackers and the 
phreakers.” maxigas

- Weight shifting in terms of technology, 
surveillance and social control brings 
hackers in the foreground of a burning 
world

- {for, with} who, what, how you hack 
does matter

- which side are you on girl?



  

- “Hacking” goes mainstream

- Police & intell agencies “hack” back

- Corporations offering “hacking” 
services 

- Governments and corporations 
organizing “hack”athons

Free labour, exploiting general 
intellect, exploit all that bid data 
from surveillance to govern you!



  



  

"the NSA and its international 
partners are not the only ones who 
have turned the internet into a 
militarized zone."

Morgan Marquis-Boire(2014)

- Blue Coat, FinFisher, Fox-IT, 
Hacking Team

How about social media companies?



  

- the OHM 2013 case

- Is police welcome in a hackers’ conf? Is 
generally?

“Sure, the scene has always had a bit of a 
flirtatious relationship with the secret service, 
but the old Hacktic crew simply giggled at the 
silly men with sunglasses and trenchcoats who 
attended their meetings. Moreover, they were 
exposing the wiretapping and other sniffing 
methods that were in use then, giving the 
general public means to detect, if not avoid, or 
play around with them.” groente (2013)

“The controversy around police participation 
obviously put [hacker] sceners under stress, 
forcing them to choose and articulate diverging 
positions.”

maxigas(2014)



  



  



  

- Antisec/Lulzsec attack on Stratfor, 
Christmas 2011. Deface contains “The 
coming insurrection”

- Comite Invisible, “A nos amis” 

- “Fuck off Google”  live in CCC 2014

- Cybernetics, a new science of 
government

- “whether you fight for security, for 
government and domination or against 
it, very little room in between” 



  

“With Google, what is concealed beneath the exterior 
of an innocent interface and a very effective search 
engine, is an explicitly political project. An enterprise 
that maps the planet Earth, sending its teams into  
every street of every one of its towns, cannot have 
purely commercial aims. One never maps a territory  
that one doesn’t contemplate appropriating. ‘Don’t be 
evil!’: let yourself go.”

Invisible Commitee

“γενικά το διαδικτυακό ολιγοπώλιο απέχει από τις 
δραστηριότητες παραγωγής περιεχομένου και 
πληροφορίας και επικεντρώνεται στα κανάλια διανομής 
όπου η παραγόμενη υπεραξία είναι υψηλότερη και η 
δυνατότητα ελέγχου της παραγωγικής αλυσίδας πιο 
εύκολη. O εκδημοκρατισμός των ψηφιακών μέσων 
παραγωγής, που όντως υφίστανται, υποσκελίζεται από 
τη συγκέντρωση των μέσων διανομής.”

Σμυρναίος

 



  

- Γνωσιακός καπιταλισμός

“Ταυτόχρονα με τη εκμετάλλευση της 
άμισθης εργασίας των χρηστών, οι 
πλατφόρμες του διαδικτυακού 
ολιγοπωλίου έχουν σαν στόχο την 
παρακολούθηση και καταγραφή όλων 
των πτυχών της δυνητικής μας ύπαρξης 
υλοποιώντας έτσι την απόλυτη 
διαφάνεια του υποκειμένου. Η 
εγκαθίδρυση της διαφάνειας ως 
υπέρτατη αξία βρίσκει τις ιδεολογικές 
ρίζες της σε αυτό που ο Φουκώ 
ονομάζει Πανοπτισμό.”

Σμυρναίος



  

Reading

● Michel Foucault, “Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison”
● Gilles Deleuze, “Postscript on the Societies of Control”
● Νίκος Σμυρναίος, “Πολιτική Οικονομία του Διαδικτυακού Ολιγοπωλίου : από την ψηφιακή επανάσταση 

στον γνωσιακό καπιταλισμό”, http://ephemeron.eu/1168 
● Invisible Commitee, “Fuck off Google”, 

https://events.ccc.de/congress/2014/Fahrplan/system/attachments/2530/original/fuckoffgoogleeng.pdf 
● Stephen Graham, “Cities under Siege, the new military urbanism”, 

https://syneleysikatoikwnvkp.espivblogs.net/files/2016/02/poleis-se-katastasi-poliorkias.pdf 
● Crimethinc, “Deserting the Digital Utopia”, https://skytal.es/blog/analysis/crimethinc-deserting-the-

digital-utopia/
● Giorgio Agamben – Διαχείριση της Αταξίας: μια τεχνική διακυβέρνησης, http://www.hitandrun.gr/tz/ 
● Invisible Commitee, “The Coming Insurrection”, 

https://tarnac9.files.wordpress.com/2009/04/thecominsur_booklet.pdf 
● maxigas, Cultural Stratigraphy: a rift between machine shops, http://peerproduction.net/issues/issue-

5-shared-machine-shops/editorial-section/cultural-stratigraphy-a-rift-between-shared-machine-shops/ 
● maxigas, http://peerproduction.net/issues/issue-2/peer-reviewed-papers/hacklabs-and-hackerspaces 
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